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French Verbs

In French, verbs are divided into 3 groups :

First Group — Verbs whose infinitive ends in —er.
Second Group — Verbs whose infinitive ends in —ir.
Third Group — Verbs whose infinitive ends in —re.

Common Irregular Verbs — Aller / Etre / Aller

* First group of verbs — “er” verbs

All regular verbs whose infinitive ends in —er belong to this group.

The present tense of all —er verbs is conjugated by removing er ending and adding the
endings.

-e, -es, -e, -ons, -ez, -ent Radical of the verb.

For example - Parler (to speak) Habiter (to live)

Je parle Nous parlons Je habite Nous habitons
Tu parles Vous parlez Tu habites Vous habitez
Il parle lls parlent Il habite lIs habitent
Elle parle Elles parlent Elle habite Elles habitent
1%t person - Je Nous

2" person — Tu Vous

39 person—Il/ Elle Ils /Elles

Note: Je is shortened to ) before vowels and also silent h.

Other Commonly used verbs <<er>>

Visiter — to visit Jouer —to play
Aimer —to like / to love Tomber —to fall
Détester — to hate écouter —to listen
Déjeuner —to lunch Demander —to ask

Chanter —to sing Préférer — to prefer
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Inviter — to invite Regarder — to look at/ to watch

Marcher — to walk Travailler —to work

* Second group of verbs — “ir” verbs

All regular verbs whose infinitive ends in —ir belong to this group.

The present tense of all —ir verbs is conjugated by removing -ir ending and adding the
endings.

-is, -is, -it, -issons, -issez, -issent Radical of the verb.

For example - Finir (to finish) Choisir (to choose)

Je finis Nous finissons Je choisis Nous choisissons
Tu finis Vous finissez Tu choisis Vous choisissez

Il finit Ils finissent Il choisit Ils choisissent
Elle finit Elles finissent Elle choisit Elles choisissent

Other regular —ir verbs

Abolir —to abolish
Etablir — to establish
Agir—to act

Réussir — to succeed
Grossir — to gain weight
Remplir — to fill

Third group of verbs — “re” verbs

All regular verbs whose infinitive ends in —re belong to this group.

The present tense of all —re verbs is conjugated by removing -ir ending and adding the
endings.

-s, =S, -, -ons, -ez, -ent Radical of the verb.

For example - attendre (to wait) Vendre (to sell)

Je attends Nous attendons Je vends Nous vendons
Tu attends Vous attendez Tu vends Vous vendez
Il attend Ils attendent Il vend Ils vendent
Elle attend Elles attendent Elle vend Elles vendent



Other verbs - Descendre — To go down , Entendre — to hear, Perdre — to lose

Common Irregular Verbs

Aller—To go Etre - To be Avoir - To have

Faire - To Do Vouloir — To want Pouvoir — to be able to

Devoir — To must (I must do my homework) Prendre — To take
Aller —to go Etre - To be

Je vais Nous allons Je suis Nous sommes

Tu vas Vous allez Tues Vous étes

Il va lls vont Il est IIs sont

Elle va Elles vont Elle est Elles sont

Avoir — To have

Jai Nous avons
Tu as Vous avez
Ila lls ont

Elle a Elles sont
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